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Welcome!
Thank you for downloading our Ireland Self-Drive Guide. As you’re likely to be in the planning stage 
for your next holiday, we’ve put together a selection of driving itineraries, along with suggested key 
attractions to visit along the way. Our driving tips will have you driving around Ireland like a local. 

Here at DriveAway Holidays, we believe that there’s no better way to experience freedom than by 
taking a self-drive holiday. As the leading specialist in Australia offering worldwide car hire, motorhome 

with the expertise and knowledge of our team; and take the road to freedom on your next self-drive 
holiday!

Drive Safely,

The DriveAway Holidays Team

THE SELF-DRIVE SPECIALISTS 
Welcome
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Ireland’s Regions
DUBLIN: Dublin
NORTHERN IRELAND: Belfast
WEST: Galaway
SOUTH: Cork
EAST: Kilkenny

TAKING A SELF-DRIVE HOLIDAY
Ireland

Ireland is a country known for its everlasting rural landscapes and wide open spaces, also hosting some of 

the world’s most spectacular ancient castles, historic towns, heritage houses, fantastic pubs and vibrant cities. 

Ireland weaves its magic into your very heart and soul, as you drive to Galway Bay and the ‘Cliffs of Moher’ 

through County Clare (Shannon) to Cork and east to Waterford and Wicklow. 

The capital Dublin is a lively place 

with excellent shopping. Drive just 

outside Dublin, where there are 

quaint little villages, rolling green 

hills as far as the eye can see and a 

friendly pub culture which 

welcomes travellers and encourages 

you to get to know the locals. 

No trip to Ireland is complete 

without visiting the majestic region 

of Kerry with the ‘Ring of Kerry’ the 

‘Dingle Peninsula’ and the shining 

Lakes of Killarney hot on the list of 

things to see.
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When selecting a rental vehicle, take into consideration where you will be travelling, how many people will be 
travelling in the vehicle, luggage size and the kind of driving you intend to do. DriveAway Holidays offers a vast range of 
vehicles from small economy sizes to larger full-sized cars, 4WDs, convertibles and luxury vehicles. The ACRISS system 

the same standard of vehicle wherever you rent.

Do I need a Credit card?  
Yes. A credit card will be needed when collecting, which will be used for a security bond. The deposit is generally the 
insurance excess of the rental car which depends on the category of vehicle you have booked and the rate type.

Can I collect my rental car in one Irish city and drop it off in another?
One way rentals are possible in Ireland between major cities. Minimum durations and one way fees will apply.  

Collecting at an Airport in Ireland

within walking distance.

Class Fuel Capacity Type Transmission Fuel / Air Cond.

M = Mini 0.8 - 1.0 B = 2 Door M = Manual R = Yes

E = Economy 1.0 - 1.4 D = 4 Door A = Automatic N = No

C = Compact  1.2 - 1.6 C = 2/4 Door N = Manual 4WD D = Diesel Air

F = Full Size 2.0 - 3.2 L = Limousine C = Manual 4WD Q = Diesel No Air

P = Premium 2.0 - 4.2 S = Sports Car B = Auto 4WD H = Hybrid Air

L = Luxury 2.0 - 4.2 T = Convertible D = Auto AWD I = Hybrid No Air

X = Special 1.2 - 3.0 J = All Terrain
Examples: 
ECMN: E = Economy
          C = 2 or 4 door
          M = Manual
          N = No Aircon
FDAR: F = Full Size
         D = 4 Door
         A = Automatic
         R = Aircon

E = Electric Air

R = Recreational C = electric No air

F = 4 Wheel Drive

X = Special

K = Commercial Van / Truck

P = Ute

X = Special

E = Executive

IN IRELAND

Renting A Car
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Irish law requires all vehicles to have compulsory third party (CTP) injury insurance, although your car rental supplier 
should already have comprehensive insurance covering their cars. In the case of an accident it must be reported to the 
insurance provider immediately and an excess will be due. 

Car Rental Companies in Ireland will normally include:
> Third Party Insurance: Compulsory insurance and will be included in your car hire price. This covers you for other

people’s injury and damage to their vehicle.
>

included in prepaid car hire prices. Rentals are normally subject to liability excess, which can be reduced at the time
you collect your rental car or by taking out DriveAway Hire Car .

>
included in the prepaid car rental price.

>
hire price.

> Personal Accident Insurance: This covers the driver for personal injuries and is generally not included in your car
rental rate. It is considered an optional extra that you can take out upon collection of the car.

DriveAway Hire Car Excess 
When renting a vehicle, the rental rates include basic insurance, however, in the event that the vehicle is stolen 
or accidentally damaged, there is usually a  excess amount which the driver is liable to pay to the rental 
company. To avoid any unexpected costs opt for DriveAway Hire Car Excess  which will offer a 
reimbursement for the supplier’s damage and theft excess to a maximum for AU$5,000. Simply add this onto your 
car rental booking 

Holidays on 1300 363 500 or visit the DriveAway website. 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW...
Insurance

For only AUD$8.50 per day
   Pre-Paid product
   For only AUD$13.50 per day
   Paid in Australian dollars
   Claim up to AUD $5,000
Call 1300 363 500
Visit www.driveaway.com.au
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• Driving in Ireland is on the left-hand side of the road and seat belts must be worn at all times in the front and back
of the vehicle.

• Motorcyclists and their passengers must wear helmets.
• There are very strict laws on drinking and driving and those found to be contravening these laws will be heavily

penalised. Drive with blood alcohol level of over 0.08% and you could face imprisonment. So don’t drink and drive.
• In both the Republic and Northern Ireland, speed limits are 30mph/50kph in built-up areas, 60mph/100kph on the

open road and 100mph/110kph on the motorway
• Children under 12 cannot ride in the front seat.
• Horns are not to be used between 11.30pm and 7.00am.
• Do not use your mobile phone when driving – it is illegal and unsafe.
• Cars already on a roundabout always have the right of way. At unmarked crossings, give way to vehicles approaching

from the right.
• In the Republic of Ireland yellow signs with black markings will give instructions at marked crossings - a graphic

approximation of the layout with thick lines denoting the right of way, thinner lines representing roads that have

IN IRELAND

Driving

Min & Max Age Requirements
Min Driving Age: Generally 25 years but some suppliers may allow younger drivers for an additional fee.
Young Driver’s Surcharge: Drivers under 25 years may be charged an additional fee.
Max Driving Age: There is no maximum driving age in Ireland with most car rental suppliers; however the max 
driving age for some car hire companies is 75 years. In these cases, aged drivers may be required to hold a letter 
from their GP stating they are healthy and .

Road Tolls and E-Tags
There are 11 toll roads in Ireland. Expect to pay anywhere from €1.00 to $€2.70 for tolls, so keep some spare 
change handy on the major routes. The Dublin M50 toll is cash free. A picture of your number plate will be 
read and you will have until 8pm the following day to pay online. 
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Child Seat Regulations

Parking Laws
In major cities, parking zones are differentiated by colored zones. 
• Yellow lines Indicate parking restrictions
• Double yellow lines: Mean no parking at any time
• Single yellow line:  Means no parking for 8.00am to 6.30pm Monday to Saturday
• Broken yellow lines: Means there are few restrictions, so check the nearest sign for details.
• Pay-and-display: Normally found in major towns and cities: enter the money for the required amount of time

collect the ticket and display the ticket clearly on the dashboard.

Travelling Between the Republic of Ireland & Northern Ireland
Depending on the supplier, car rental companies will sometimes charge a Cross Border Fee to travel from the 
Republic of Ireland to Northern Ireland. Some companies require drivers attain written permission from the hire 

traveling to other countries without permission. The cost to travel from Northern Ireland to the Republic of Ireland 
will vary depending on the car hire supplier and often depends on the length of the time spent abroad. Check the 
details of your car rental before you book to ensure that you are aware of any additional charges.

Car Ferry Tolls
With many rivers winding across Ireland, there are a few car ferry crossings that you’ll come across. Expect to pay 
anywhere between €4 and €35 for foot passengers, cyclist and cars.

• Direction signs will be in blue for Freeways/Motorways, green for national roads and white for local roads.
• Tourist drives and places of interest are signposted in brown with white writing.
•
• In the Republic, signposts denoting distance are now in kilometres per hour.  All signposts and place names are

displayed in both Irish (Gaelic) and English. In Northern Ireland all signposts and limits are in miles per hour and
place names are displayed in English.

Type of Restrain Weight Approx Age

Group 0: forward facing seat > 10kg Birth to 6-9 months

Groups 0+: rearward facing seat > 13 kg Birth to 12-15 months

Group 1: forward facing seat 9-18kg 9 months - 4 years

Group 2: booster seat 12-25kg 4 - 6 years

Group 3: booster cushion 22-36kg 6 - 11 years
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IRELAND
REGIONS & CITIES 
CONTENTS:
DUBLIN 
WEST IRELAND
SOUTH IRELAND
EAST IRELAND
NOTHERN IRELAND
BELFAST
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Events
JANUARY 
Temple Bar Traditional Festival - Irish Music and Culture.

MARCH
St Patrick’s Festival - On and around 17 March. 

APRIL
Colours Boat Race - Rowing race between Trinity College and University College Dublin.

JUNE
Dublin Writer’s festival
Music In The Park

SEPTEMBER
Dublin Fringe Festival
The Liffey Swim - Swimmers race from Rory O’More Bridge to Customs House.

A COSMOPOLITAN CITY 

Dublin

Situated on Ireland’s east coast of Ireland, Dublin lives on the banks of the River Liffey. The capital of 

and high street shopping, yet still maintains the unique, down-to-earth spirit and friendliness in its 
people. Dublin is home to some of Europe’s most remarkable historical sites and heritage, and boasts 
some of Ireland’s best Georgian architecture. This fantastic blend of modern, energetic lifestyle, 
culture and history mixed along with a good dose of Irish craic make Dublin one of the world’s most 
visited and enjoyed cities.
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Take the Navan Road out of Dublin and head northwest for Tara, the site of a 
former royal acropolis in an area that is rich in ancient monuments. Continue 
north to Navan and Slane, and visit the Bronze Age cemeteries of Bru na Boinne, 
Kings William Glen, Melifont Abbey and Monasterboice. Drive through Drogheda 
to Dunleer and Dundalk, where you can explore the surrounding countryside. 
Head further north and drive a loop along the rugged Carlingford Peninsular 
around Omeath, Carlingford and Ballymascanlon, and back down to Dundalk.

Self-Drive Tours around Dublin

To see the best historic houses, castles and religious foundations, travel 
from Dublin along the M4 to the beautiful university town of Maynooth. 
Continue onwards on the M4 to Mullingar where you can visit Belvedere 
House and Gardens. 

Join the N80 to Tullamore and visit the home of the famous Whiskey 
Tullamore Dew. Drive along the N80 to Moate, then continue on the M6 
and travel further on to the bustling town of Athlone on the banks of the 
River Shannon. Visit the ancient Celtic foundations of Clonmacnoise, and 
see interesting ruins from the 13th Century. Head south along the N62 
to the heritage town of Birr and visit its enchanting castle and then stop 
off at the castle in Kinnitty. Drive through the Slieve Bloom Mountains 
onto the gorgeous town Portlaoise where you can see an 800 year old 
castle at Dunamase. Visit the Irish National Stud and Gardens on the 
return to Dublin via the N8.

Midlands Historic House & Castles

HIGHL IGHTS
 » The National Gallery

 » Trinity College

 » Dublin Castle

 » St Patricks Cathedral

 » The Guinness Storehouse

 » Croke Park

 » Phoenix Park

Ruins of Clonmacnoise

Coastal Route: North Coast

Head south from Dublin toward the Wicklow Mountains, and stop at the pretty 
village of Enniskerry. See the highest waterfall in Ireland at the Powerscourt 
Estate and Gardens. Drive through the Sally Gap towards Glendalough, one of 
the most picturesque valleys in county Wicklow, then through Rathdrum and 
Avoca towards the resort town of Arklow. From here, head north towards the 
town of Wicklow where you can enjoy great views of the bay, then stop by at 
Mount Usher Gardens near Ashford just north of Wicklow. Drive on to Greystones 
and Bray and through the rugged Devils Glen and the Great Sugar Loaf Mountain, 
on your return into Dublin.

Head back, through Castlebellingham, Clogher and Baltray, with great beach and 
golf course, and on to Drogheda on the River Boyne. Follow the coast road and 
enjoy a pleasant drive through Balbriggan, Skerries, Rush, Lusk, and detour to 

views from the rocky Hill of Howthe. Drive back to Dublin via Sutton.

Coastal Route: South Coast
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The west of Ireland is a unique and enchanting place, facing the Atlantic Ocean with wild landscapes, 
charismatic towns and villages, long stretches of coastline, rugged sea cliffs, and rough barren 
landscapes with heritage and history in spades. 

Counties: Clare, Donegal, Galway, Leitrim, Limerick, Mayo, Offaly, Roscommon, Sligo and 
Tipperary

MAY
Volvo Ocean Race, Co Galway – Vessels  competing in the Volvo Ocean Race, the Premier Round-The-World 
yacht race

AUGUST
Galway Race Festival, Co. Galway - One of Ireland’s premier horse racing events, fun for punters and 
non-punters alike.

SEPTEMBER
Galway International Oyster Festival, Co Galway – 
in from all over the globe to celebrate the oyster, known for its luxury and passion.

Matchmaking festival, Lisdoonvarna, Co Clare – 
lovelorn.

UNIQUE & ENCHANTING 
 West Ireland

Events

Donegal Galway
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Self-Drive Tours around Ireland’s West 

This is one of Ireland’s less travelled routes, a 95-mile circuit around the largest lake of the River Shannon. The drive 
passes an assortment of charming marina villages and scenic delights along the way. Travel through twin towns Ballina 
and Killaloe at the southern tip of the lake, on to Scarriff Bay, then to Mount Shannon, one of  the busiest yachting 
centres on Lough Derg. Stop by at Portumna at the very north of the lake to see the palatial 17th Century castle that 
overlooks the lake. 

From there, head to the lovely village of Terryglass and 
On the way to Nenagh, visit the castle remains that date back to 1217 and the demolished county gaol. From Nenagh, 

road back to Ballina.

St Patrick’s Cathedral

Limerick Castle

Coast & Country Tour

Lough Derg Drive, Co. Clare

Begin your tour from Galway city toward Connemara on R336 West, 
driving through towns of Spiddal, Inverin, Costello Cana and Clifden. 
From there, head north on N59 to Leenaun in Co. Mayo at the head 
if the Killary harbour and the Fjord. Enjoy the mountains, Doolough 
Lake and the Delphi Valley as you head further north to the town 
of Louisburgh. On the road east to Westport, make sure you stop 
at Croagh Patrick, Ireland’s holy mountain and place of Christian 
pilgrimage.

From Westport you can take a trip out to Achill Island by driving 
through Newport then Keel and then up to Dooagh. After you’ve 
explored the island, head back towards Mulranny and drive north 
to Bangor Erris to visit Ballycroy National Park. Visit the picturesque 
Erris Peninsular in the Mayo Gaeltacht. Take the coastal road R314 
towards Ballycastle and admire the wild coastal views to Sligo 
and then on your return trip, drive through the towns of Castlebar, 
Claremorris and Tuam, and enjoy the views over Lough Conn. 

HIGHL IGHTS
 » Cliffs of Moher

 » The Burren

 » Gleveagh National Park

 » King John’s Castle

 » Country Galway

 » Croagh Patrick

 » Knock Shrine
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Discover Ireland’s newest self-drive experience the Wild Atlantic Way, one of the world’s longest driving routes, stretching 
a total of 2,500 kilometres along the west coast of Ireland from Donegal to Cork. Along this captivating coastal route, 
meander through secluded villages and towns snuggled into the coastline, discovering delightful cafes and restaurants 

to discover the historic ruins of the 6th Century monastic settlement on Skellig Michael in Kerry. Explore the scenic Ards 
Forest Park in Donegal and watch the weather change from the historic Clare Island Lighthouse in Mayo. 

and quaint hidden gems which Ireland is renowned for!

The Wild Atlantic Way

Self-Drive Tours around Ireland’s West 

Ring of KerrySkellig Michael

Molls Gap
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Often described as ‘The Irish Riviera’, the south coast of Ireland has been a favourite holiday destination 
for both local and overseas travellers for years. This is a land of unparalleled beauty, with a spectacular 
coastline that’s warmed by the Gulf Stream, with a culture steeped in tradition.

Counties: Carlow, Cork, Kerry, Kilkenny, Tipperary, Waterford and Wexford

Wexford

AUGUST
Waterford Spraoi, Co Waterford – 3 day festival incorporating stage acts, music and fun from all over the 
world.
Rose of Tralee Festival, Tralee, Co. Kerry – A weeklong festival incorporating the young women of Irish 
ancestry from all over the world.
Puck Fair, Killorglin, Co Kerry – Dating back to 1603, this three day festival is the oldest fair in Ireland.
Cobh Peoples Regatta, Co Cork – one of the oldest Regattas in Ireland with sailing, rowing and watersports.

OCTOBER
Guinness Cork Jazz Festival, Cork City – Cork’s annual jazz festival, a celebration of music and performance.

THE IRISH RIVIERA

 South Ireland

Cork

Events
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Self-Drive Tours around Ireland’s South

This circular route is Ireland’s most popular and scenic drives. Beginning at Killarney, take the N70 to Killorglin along the 
banks of the River Glenbeigh. Follow this cliff section of road, offering unmatched views of the Dingle Peninsular, to the 
town of Cahersiveen, where you can see the Old Barracks Heritage Centre. Further on, head to Renard where in summer 

coastal road to Portmagee, and from here you can take a boat trip and tour to discover the World Heritage listed Skelligs 
Islands. You can enjoy the panoramic view of the Skelligs from Baile an Sceilge at the top of Coomanaspig.

This route will take you along the beautiful coastline south 
of Wexford and into the marvellous countryside of Carlow. 
Begin at Wexford, the town that was originally founded 
by Vikings in the 800 AD. Here you will see Johnstown 
Castle, Wexford Bullring and the Selskar Abbey. Drive 
north along R741 coastal road to the beaches at Curracloe 
and Courtown, and then on to Gorey. From there, head 
back south toward Enniscorthy on the banks of the River 

Cathedral and the National 1798 visitor centre. 

Blarney Castle

Surf and Turf Route

Ring of Kerry & Skellig Ring

Return 8km back to take the N80 to the market town of Bunclody. Drive on to Kiltealy and the Georgian city of Borris, 
then east along to Graiguenamanagh at the foot of Brandon Hill in the beautiful Barrow Valley, and home to the 13th 
Century Duiske Abbey.  Continue through St Mullins to the port town of New Ross, where you can see the Dunbrody 
Famine Ship, and the Hook Lighthouse, that has been a beacon as early as the 5th Century. From New Ross, head back 
to Wexford via the N25.

HIGHL IGHTS
 » Dingle Peninsular

 » St. Finbarre’s Cathedral

 » The Rock of Cashel

 » Ross Castle

 » Youghal

 » The Blarney Stone

Start heading east on the R567 to the lovely village of Waterville, which is home to one of Ireland’s top 5 golf courses. 
Stop off at the Coomakesta Pass for brilliant views of Kenmare Rover, Scariff and Deenish Islands. Further east on the 
N70, drive through the Derrynane National Park and Staigue Fort, the remains of a circular stone fort that remains within 
the national park. Stop at the picturesque village of Sneem, and further along to the Heritage town of Kenmare. On the 

and at the sixty foot Torc waterfall, before returning to Killarney.

Kerry
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Discover the spectacular sights, breathtaking scenery, unsurpassed history and heritage on the 
beautiful east coast of Ireland. Skirting the capital of Dublin, the east of Ireland is the ideal area to 
get a taste of both new and old Ireland. With natural attractions, cosmopolitan cites, rich culture and 
sunny and temperate climate, this region of Ireland is surely one not to be missed. 

Counties: Cavan, Kildare, Laois, Longford, Louth, Meath, Monaghan, Offaly, Westmeath & 
Wicklow.

APRIL
The Irish National Hunt Festival, Co. Kildare - 
with Irish and international racegoers.

MAY
Sleive Bloom Festival, Co.’s Laois & Offaly – 
combined with evening entertainment with music, singing and storytelling.

SEPTEMBER
Irish Bog Snorkelling, Castleblayney, Co. 

Monaghan – 
good day’s craic!

NEW & OLD IRELAND 
 East Ireland

Birr Castle Wicklow Mountains

Events
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Self-Drive Tours around Ireland’s East

Begin this tour at Donore, just off the N51 outside of Drogheda at the Bru na Doinne Visitors Centre. Here you can visit 
the burial mound at Newgrange, Knowth and Dowth, and explore the Battle of Boyne site. Then take the R163 through 
Slane and onto Kells, which was the original home of the Book of Kells. Drive on through to Oldcastle (Boolies) where 
you’ll see ancient burial mounds. Then back on to the N51, and drive toward the agricultural town of Athboy, enjoying 
the wooded countryside and the lovely Yellow Ford River. 

This drive takes you through beautiful Co. Wicklow, 
through wooded glens and marvellous countryside. 
Here you’ll see where some scenes from the movie 
‘Braveheart’ were shot. Ironically, this tour begins in 
the tiny village of Hollywood on the N81, roughly 
30kms south west of Dublin, and sets off in the 
direction of the Wicklow Gap. Follow the R756 to the 
junction with R758 and head towards the small towns 
of Ballyknockan and Lacken, which are both on the 
edge of the lovely Blessington Lakes, following the 
lakes onto the town of Blessington. Here you’ll also 

Trim Castle Newgrange

Russborough House

The Braveheart Drive

Tour the Boyne Valley

From Blessington, head along the R759, through the breathtaking West Wicklow Mountains and past the peat bogs at 
Sally’s Gap, to the quiet town of Laragh. Follow the R756 from Laragh to the town of Glendalough where you can see 
the 6th Century St Kevin’s Monastic City, which is one of the best preserved round towers in Europe. Head back through 

HIGHL IGHTS
 » Dublin

 » Newgrange, Boyne Valley

 » Trim Castle

 » Russborough House

 » Boyne Valley

 » Carlingford

Head toward Navan and explore the Hill of Tara, an 
archaeological site that houses ancient monuments 
and was once the seat of the High King of England. 
Further east along the N51 is the Georgian town of 

Castle and the Hill of Slane that contains the ancient 
cemetery, the ruins of the friary church and gothic 
tower. Follow the N51 to return back to Drogheda.
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Be welcomed into Northern Ireland by some of the most charming and friendly people in the 
world. Discover the delights of Northern Ireland, with it’s unique blend of ancient heritage, unspoilt 
landscapes and cosmopolitan cities. From the famous Giant’s Causeway, the birthplace of the Titanic, 
the rivers, loughs and majestic coastlines that decorate the landscape to the small, quaint villages 
and cosy pubs – there is something in Northern Ireland to see and do, for the young and the young-
at-heart.

Counties: Antrim, Armagh, Down, Fermanagh, Londonderry and Tyrone.

 Northern Ireland
CHARMING AND FRIENDLY  

MAY
Carnival of Colours, St Columb’s Park - Co. Derry.

JULY
Lady of the Lake Festival - Co Fermanagh. 

AUGUST
Hillsborough International Oyster Festival - Co Down.

SEPTEMBER
Appalachian and Bluegrass Music Festival - Co. Tyrone.

LondonderryGiants Causeway

Events
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Self-Drive Tours around Northern Ireland

Discover the beauty and charm of the northern most peninsular in Ireland. 
Begin your tour at Buncrana with its long sandy beach and ruins of Buncrana 
Castle that dates back to the 16th Century as well as Doherty Castle. Head 

steep, northerly coastline, and onto the seaside town of Dunaff. Here you can 
see the Fort Dunree Military Museum that overlooks Lough Swilly, as well as 
the Old Fort Hospital. Driving east, you’ll see fantastic beaches, and stunning 

unique outdoor museum showcasing life in the area from 1840-1970.

Delve deep into Ireland’s history and Saint 
Patrick. Begin the tour in the city of Armagh, 
and see both the Anglican and the Roman 
Catholic St Patrick’s Cathedrals, the County 
Museum and Saint Patrick’s Trian. Take the 
Darkley Road through ‘the Fews’ and scenic 
woodlands of Keady and Newtownhamilton to 
Newry, where you can visit Bagenal’s Castle, 
the Killevy Old Churches founded in 517AD and 
Kilnasaggart Stone. 

Derry

HIGHL IGHTS
 » Belfast City

 » The Walled City of Derry

 » Ulster American Folk Park

 » The Lakelands, Co.

 » Mourne Mountains

 » The Giant’s Causeway

St Patrick’s Tour, Co.’s Down & Armagh

Follow the Newry Road through Rathfriland, 
Castlewellan and Clough, through to the town 

of the Inch Abbey that date back to 1180, the 
Saul Church, Down Cathedral and St Patrick’s 
grave. Head to Strangford and take the car ferry 
to Portaferry, then follow the Portaferry Road to 

of a Cistercian Abbey. Heading north drive on to 
Newtownards and see the Movilla Abbey, then 
follow the N21 for Bangor where you can visit 
the north Down Museum and Bangor Abbey. Armagh

The Inishowen, Co. Derry

Further on the R238 you’ll come to reach Carndonagh with its great ancient monuments, including the 10 arch stone 
bridge that cresses Trawbrega Bay in Malin. Stand on Ireland’s most northerly point at Malin Head, and further east 

the resort village of Culdaff, and enjoy the seascape as you head along down to Greencastle, home to the Inishowen 
Maritime Museum and Planetarium. Follow the R241 onto Moville, then through Redcastle, Muff and down to the 
walled city of Londonderry.
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This beautiful Victorian city is a city reborn; where old and new stand proudly side by side creating charm 

and character that is truly unique. Belfast’s areas can be divided into quarters: the Cathedral quarter is the 

oldest part of Belfast, with cobbled streets, historic pubs and fantastic restaurants; the Titanic Quarter has an 

Quarter where you’ll see the city’s descriptive wall murals and is home to Irish language and culture; and 

VICTORIAN CHARM & THE TITANIC 
Belfast

Events
APRIL
Titanic Made in Belfast - Week long festival celebrating the majestic Tinanic and the craftsmen of Belfast that 
helped to create her

MAY
Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival - Held over two weeks, a celebration of life and art 
Music In The Park

JULY
Rose Week - Held in Sir Thomas and Lady Dixon Park, this is an amazing horticultural showcase 

AUGUST 
Belfast Maritime Festival - This is a festival for all the family, including music, children’s exhibitions, boat tours 
and water sports. 

Belfast Castle Botanic Gardens
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This is rated as one of the top 5 scenic drives in the world, running from Belfast Lough to Londonderry with an incredible 

the Causeway Coastal Route at Newtownabbey. Enjoy the view of Belfast Lough to the right as you head further west 
toward the seaside town of Carrickfergus, which is home to the well-preserved 12th century Norman castle. Drive on 
through Kilroot and to Larne, the gateway to the beautiful Glens of Antrim, and follow the Antrim Coast Road where you 
can enjoy the breathtaking scenery. Take time to explore any of the nine glens, particularly Glenarm with its fabulous 
walled garden and beautiful harbour. 

Self-Drive Tours around Belfast

Drive from Bangor near Belfast along the A2 coast road to the seaside 
town of Ballywalter, head west to Greyabbey, then south on the A20 to 
Portaferry. Take the car ferry over Strangford Lough to Downpatrick to 
visit St Patrick’s grave on Cathedral Hill. 

Drive through Clough and on to Newcastle where the Mournes ‘sweep 

along the coast to Rostrevor, Warrenpoint and along to Newry. From 
Newry, travel south toward Dublin, through Dundalk and stopping off 
at Drogheda to see the prehistoric tombs at Newgrange, Knowth and 

before returning on to Dublin.

Belfast

Belfast to Dublin

The Causeway Coastal Route

HIGHL IGHTS
 » Titanic Belfast

 » St Anne’s Cathedral

 » Belfast City Hall

 » Belfast Castle

 » Queens University & Great Palm 

House

Drive on through to the lovely town of Cushendon and Torr Head, along to Ballintoy where you can walk across the 
Carrick-a-Rede rope bridge spanning a 24 metre chasm. If you veer inland you can visit the world’s oldest licensed 
distillery in the village of Bushmills. From there you can head back to the coast to the UNESCO World Heritage listed 
site of the Giant’s Causeway, which are 40,000 interlocking basalt columns that, according to folklore was created by 
legendary giant Finn McCool as a causeway to Scotland. 
See the romantic ruins of Dunluce Castle near 
Bushmills, and drive on to Portrush and Portstewart, 
lively seaside resorts, then to the beautiful Bann 
Valley and market town of Ballymoney. Visit 
Mussenden Temple along by Castlerock towards 
Limavady, then take a walk on the remote 
beaches at Benone or Downhill. You can then 
travel on through the lovely Roe Valley, through 
Limavady and on to Londonderry, which is the only 
completely walled city in the British Isles.
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Visiting Ireland
GUIDE TO STAYING SAFE  

Your comprehensive travel insurance should cover any medical costs including medical evacuation, make sure that 
your insurance covers you for the whole time you’ll be away and be clear on what is not included. The Australian 
Government has signed a reciprocal health care agreement with the Government of the Republic of Ireland that gives 
Australians access to emergency medical services but does not provide for any ongoing treatment of existing health 
conditions.

Ireland does have excellent health care; however you should plan the care of pre-existing conditions before you leave. 
Bring your medications in their original and clearly labelled containers with a declaration from your doctor describing 
your medical conditions and medicines needed. If you wear contacts or glasses, bring a spare pair or bring a copy of 
your prescription.

Ireland, look under 
‘Chemists- Pharmaceutical’ in the local Golden Pages, or for Northern Ireland look under ‘Chemist – Dispensing’ in the 
local Yellow pages.

Travelling in Ireland is not dangerous, but a level of caution should always be taken when touring in any 
foreign country. The majority of crimes tend to occur in the larger cities, such as Dublin, where tourists can be targeted 
for crimes such as bag snatching and pick-pocketing. The best advice is to keep your valuables close to your body and 

obvious target.

Car break-ins, theft, smash and grab and vandalism on tourists vehicles can occur, but can be prevented by keeping 
valuables or bags out of sight, securely locking cars or using off-street supervised parking. Car-jacking in Ireland is still 
very rare. As a precaution lock your doors when driving in the larger towns, especially after dark.

Northern Ireland is currently as safe as the Republic of Ireland; however there are areas where the sectarian divide is 
still prominent, particularly in some parts of Belfast. Try to avoid Northern Ireland around 12 July, which is the climax of 
the Orange marching season, and has been known to bring tension and disruption.

In the unlikely event of theft or loss, be sure to inform all your credit card companies as soon as you discover your wallet 
has been lost or stolen. Most credit card companies have toll free numbers to call if your cards are lost or stolen, and 
they may be able to issue an emergency replacement card or wire you an immediate cash advance.

Stay Healthy

Stay Safe
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Visiting Ireland
MONEY MATTERS

Currency

Currency Exchange

ATMs

Credit & Debit Cards

Travellers Cheques

Tax

Tipping

Available in airports, banks and bureaux de change. 

ATMs (automatic teller machines) are located at most banks and accept most credit and debit cards.

Any credit cards that bear the Visa, MasterCard or American Express symbol will be widely accepted in Ireland. Most 
ATMs allow cash withdrawals on major credit cards and internationally branded debit cards.

Traveller’s cheques are accepted throughout Ireland. To avoid additional exchange rate charges, it’s best to take 
traveller’s cheques in Euros or Pounds Stirling. Eurocheques can also be cashed in Ireland.

Sales tax is called VAT (value-added tax) and is most often included in the price shown on goods. In the Republic 
of Ireland, the general rate of VAT is 21%, but there are rates of 13.5% for hotels, restaurants and car rentals. In 
Northern Ireland the VAT is 17.5% across the board.

Tips of around 10-15% in restaurants and metered cabs are expected, unless it’s already included in the total. 

Banking Hours
Banks are open 10am to 4pm Monday to Wednesday and Friday, and 10am to 5pm on Thursday in the Republic of 
Ireland.  In Northern Ireland bank hours are 9.30am to 5.30pm Monday to Friday.

Republic of Ireland
The Euro is the local currency of the Republic of Ireland. EURO (€) = 100 cents. Notes are in denominations of €500, 
200, 100, 50, 20, 10 and 5. Coins are in denominations of €2 and €1, and 50, 20, 10, 5, 2 and 1 cents.

Northern Ireland
Sterling is the local currency of Northern Ireland. One Pound Sterling (£) = 100 pence. Notes are in denominations 
of £50, 20, 10 and 5.Coins are in denominations of £2 and £1, and 50, 20, 10, 5, 2 and 1 
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in Ireland. The touring information has been created to be used as a guide only. All information shown is 
correct at the time of publication. © DriveAway Holidays - Part of the Auto Europe LLC Group- all rights 
reserved. Updated: May 2017.

DriveAway Holidays is Australia’s leader in self-drive holidays. Established over 25 years 
ago, we offer more than 60 self-drive suppliers at over 8000 global locations. We boast 

an extensive choice of world-wide car hire, luxury and budget motorhome rentals, 
leasing in Europe and motorcycle rentals in the USA & Australia. Our expertise brings you 

Booking is easy!

Once you have planned your self-drive itinerary and are ready to book, simply visit 
www.driveaway.com.au

Alternatively call our dedicated Reservations Team on 1300 363 500 or visit your local 
travel agent. 

What are you waiting for? 
BOOK YOUR SELF-DRIVE HOLIDAY IN IRELAND TODAY 


